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H History of the Schipperke

x Alert and curious, the Schipperke has the heart of a
terrier in the body of a spitz and may be related to
neither.

xSchi pperke means nLiI ttitog Cap
possibly the name comes from the Flemish word for
shepherd. History is not clear as to the origin.

X In either case, the breed developed in Belgium in the
1600s as ratters and guards on canal barges. At times,
they rode the backs or nipped at the heels of horses
that pulled the barges along the canals. On land, the
dog kept rats out of shops and warned of intruders.
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History of the Schipperke

x Although the Schipperke's impudent character, foxy face, upright

ears, and thick coat denote a spitz-type heritage, breed historians
claim the dog descended from the Leuvenaar, a Belgian herding
dog that also produced today's Belgian Sheepdog. The Belgian
herding dog of those days weighed about 40 pounds, smaller than
today's version, and could well have been the ancestor of both
breeds.

Whatever its origin, the Schipperke has an interesting history.
Initially owned by shopkeepers and tradesmen, the little dog had
Its own specialty show in 1690. That show and subsequent
competitions featured elaborate copper collars designed for the
dogs. The breed didn't catch the attention of the upper classes
until the mid-1800's when Queen Marie Henriette, wife of Leopold Il
of Belgium, saw a Schipperke at a Brussels show and bought the
winner. For most of the rest of the century, the Schipperke was
virtually the only house dog in Belgium.
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H History of the Schipperke

X The English discovered the Schipperke about the same time

and I mported many dogs from Bel
came to the US by the end of the century. The breed was
recognized by the AKC in 1904.
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The Essence of the Schipperke

X General Appearance:

A The Schipperke is an agile, active watchdog and hunter of
vermin.

A In appearance he is a small, thickset, cobby, black, tailless dog,

with a fox-like face.
"y
N

Xx The dog should fnfeel heavyo and ha

A Thickset and cobby refer to the body and overall appearance of
the dog.

Xx The Schipperke I s often referred t

package.
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General Appearance

The dog is square in profile and possesses a
distinctive coat, which includes a standout ruff, cape
and culottes.

All of these create a unique silhouette, appearing to
slope from shoulders to croup.

The unique silhouette and coat pattern are what makes
the Schipperke different from any other breed!

If the Schipperke does not have the proper coat and
silhouette, it is NOT an ideal Schipperke!
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‘ " General Appearance

x Males are decidedly masculine without coarseness.
X Bitches are decidedly feminine without over refinement.

X The Schipperke should NEVER appear overdone or over refined!
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Male

Correct Silhouettes
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Correct Silhouettes
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Schipperke Toplines

X The Schipperke may have a sloping or level topline.
X The Schipperke on the left has a level topline.

The Schipperke on the right has a sloping topline. The
stand-out ruff adds to the slope, making the dog seem
slightly higher at the shoulders than at the rump .

Both are equally correct.
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The Square Dog

The Schipperke is square in profile.
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H The Maturing Schipperke

xSchi pperkes are slow to matu

Xx Notice t hat t he Athickset o a
obvious with age.

X These are pictures of the same dog, ages 2,5 and 8
years.
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Coat Pattern

X The adult coat is highly characteristic
and must include several distinct
lengths growing naturally in a specific
pattern.

X The coat Is short on the face, ears,
front of the forelegs and hocks.

X It is medium length on the body, and
longer in the:
E jabot,

drawing by Anita Fredricks
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Coat Pattern

drawing by Anita Fredricks

AThe ruff begins in back of the ears and
extends completely around the neck

AThe cape forms an additional distinct
layer extending beyond the ruff

AThe first distinct line you see is the ruff,
the second line is the cape

ABody coat

ACulottes (Longer than body coat)
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Coat Pattern

x The jabot extends across the chest
and down between the front legs.

X The coat on the rear of the thighs
forms culottes which should be as
long as the ruff.

X The hair down the middle of the
back, starting just behind the cape
and continuing over the rump, lies
flat.

E Itis slightly shorter than the
cape but longer than the hair on
the sides of the body and legs.
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